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Much more than a mimic

Personally Speaking
Joe Senior

I have said more than once in these
columns that one of the pleasing
things about living in the UAE is that
one gets the opportunity from time
to time to meet unusual people. I had
one such opportunity last week when
I was invited to dinner by Mr. Harry
Franklin, a leading member of the
Telugu community of Dubai, at his
residence in Karama.

Mr, Franklin wanted me to meet
Dr. Nerella Venumadhav, the world
famous expert in mimicry, who
comes from Andhra Pradesh, and is
now on a two-week visit to the UAE
with a busy programme of
performances throughout the area for
schools, social groups etc. and is
delighting the large audiences who
attend. Indeed Mr. Franklin and his
colleague, Mr V.S.V. Prasad, a
chartered accountant also from
Andhra, have done us all a great
service in inviting this immensely
talented man.

Unusual

There were some very unusual
things about our meeting the other
day. First I was meeting Dr.
Venumadhav off-stage but he was
nevertheless prepared to demonstrate
for m 3 the full range of his skills face
to face in a completely unself
conscious manner. Also 1 was made

to realise that this very modest man
is quite different from commercially
motivated stage performers: his entire
concern is his art and his attitude is
intellectual. It is quite inadequate to
label him an actor, and impersonator
or an impressionist. He is much more
than an actor - he endeavours to
reproduce the total sounds of each
scene he is portraying: the voices of
all the actors, background noises such
as the sound of chariots, trumpets and
the barking of dogs, and the sound
of wind and rain.

As an impersonator or
impressionist he endeavours to
present the actual voices of his
subjects- and to do so accurately and
not in an exaggerated manner. He
neither overplays nor makes fun at
the expense of his subjects; he
presents them with dignity and
respect.

In this way he enacted
conversations between Mahatma
Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore,
between John Kennedy and Dr.
Radhakrishnan, and the voices of Mrs
Indira Gandhi, Pandit Nehru and
others.

Characters

He also produced for me complete
scenes from Shakespheare's Hamlet,
and also Otheio, in which he played
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